LOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
Lowell, Indiana

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-15

A RESOLUTION OF THE LOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
ENDORSING TRI-CREEK SCHOOL CORPORATION'S
NOVEMBER 2026 SCHOOL REFERENDUM

WHEREAS, the Tri-Creek School Corporation serves students and families within the
Town of Lowell and surrounding communities, and the success of Tri-Creek Schools is an
important component of the continued strength, vitality, and quality of life of the Lowell community;
and

WHEREAS, the Tri-Creek School Corporation will present a school operating referendum
at the November 2026 General Election to provide additional local funding for essential
transportation, student-program, and school-safety expenses; and

WHEREAS, the Lowell Town Council recognizes that reliable student transportation is
essential to a functioning public school system and that continued school bus service benefits
students, families, schools, and the broader Lowell community; and

WHEREAS, the potential elimination or substantial reduction of school bus service could
cause significantly more parents and guardians to transport students, increasing private-vehicle
traffic, congestion, backups, delays, and gridlock on Lowell roads and at intersections, particularly
during morning arrival and afternoon dismissal; and

WHEREAS, reduced bus service could also lead to more students walking or using
bicycles or e-bikes, increasing pedestrian and bicycle safety concerns during periods of heavy
school-related traffic; and

WHEREAS, dependable transportation is an important factor in students' ability to attend
school consistently, and research involving Indiana students has demonstrated a relationship
between chronic absenteeism and student achievement, graduation, and educational attainment;
and '

WHEREAS, strong schools contribute to a community’s economic health, stability, and
desirability and may attract current and prospective residents and businesses; and

WHEREAS, the potential elimination of school-sponsored sports, clubs, performing arts,
and other extracurricular activities would affect students, families, and the broader Lowell
community, including by diminishing opportunities for community pride and for families, residents,
alumni, and others to gather in support of local students and schools; and

WHEREAS, these activities provide students with structured, supervised after-school
opportunities to develop physical, social, creative, leadership, teamwork, perseverance,
responsibility, and resilience skills; build relationships with positive adult role models and peers;
and meet expectations for conduct, attendance, academic performance, and personal
responsibility; and
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WHEREAS, participation in extracurricular activities is positively associated with
academic achievement, student engagement, attendance, and other educational outcomes,
including among Indiana students, and strengthens students’ connection to their school and
community by giving them opportunities to represent their school and community through
athletics, the arts, clubs, competition, service, and other activities; and

WHEREAS, Indiana public policy and youth-development efforts recognize school-
sanctioned extracurricular activities and sustainable after-school programs as tools for positive
youth development and reducing risks associated with delinquent or harmful behavior; and

WHEREAS, maintaining meaningful extracurricular opportunities provides constructive,
supervised alternatives to unsupervised after-school time, helps reduce risks of unhealthy or
unlawful conduct—including vaping, drug use, underage drinking, trespassing, vandalism, theft,
disorderly conduct, and other inappropriate activity—and may reduce calls for service and
demands on local public-safety resources, including the Lowell Police Department, while
benefiting students, families, taxpayers, and public-safety agencies and helping create a safer,
more connected, and more engaged community; and

WHEREAS, the Lowell Town Council believes that school transportation and
extracurricular programs are valuable community assets—not merely school-based services—
that support the education, development, health, safety, and quality of life of Lowell's youth; and

WHEREAS, the Lowell Town Council is concerned that the Tri-Creek School
Corporation’s school resource officer and mental health programs may be at risk if they do not
receive adequate funding to sustain current levels of school safety and student support; and

WHEREAS, the decision on the November 2026 referendum ultimately rests with Tri-
Creek voters, and this Resolution reflects the Council's endorsement and support;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lowell Town Council of the Town of
Loweli, Indiana, as follows:

Section 1. Endorsement

The Lowell Town Council hereby endorses and supports the Tri-Creek School
Corporation's November 2026 School Referendum and encourages eligible voters to
carefully consider its potential impact on students, families, schools, public safety, and the
Lowell community.

Section 2. School Bus Transportation

The Lowell Town Council recognizes the importance of maintaining school bus service
and supports the referendum because continued funding may help prevent the elimination
of transportation services important to students and families.

The Council recognizes that eliminating or substantially reducing bus service could
increase private-vehicle traffic, congestion, school-zone backups, pedestrian and bicycle
traffic, and related safety concerns throughout the community.
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Section 3. Student Attendance and Academic Success

Reliable transportation and meaningful student engagement can support regular school
attendance and access to instructional time.

Student attendance and academic performance are important to the success and
reputation of local schools and may contribute to Lowell’s attractiveness and desirability.

Section 4. Athletics, Clubs, Performing Arts, and Extracurricular Activities

The Lowell Town Council recognizes the importance of maintaining a broad range of
school-sponsored athletics, clubs, performing arts, academic and service organizations,
and other extracurricular activities.

The Council believes these activities promote physical fithess and mental and emotional
well-being while developing leadership, teamwork, discipline, perseverance,
responsibility, communication, creativity, and other skills that support well-rounded
development.

The Council further recognizes that these activities provide structured, supervised
environments with positive expectations for student conduct, academic performance,
attendance, and personal responsibility.

Section 5. Youth Engagement and Public Safety

The Lowell Town Council recognizes that positive, structured youth activities provide
constructive alternatives to unsupervised after-school time and foster positive
relationships among students, families, school personnel, and other community members.

The Council recognizes that maintaining these opportunities may help prevent unhealthy
or unlawful activity and reduce calls for service and demands on local public-safety
resources.

The Council therefore considers meaningful extracurricular opportunities a community
benefit extending beyond the school system.

Section 6. Community Pride and Quality of Life

The Lowell Town Council recognizes that Tri-Creek athletic teams, performing arts groups,
clubs, and other student organizations strengthen community identity and pride by
bringing the community together fo support local students.

The Council believes that strong schools and comprehensive student opportunities
contribute to Lowell’s quality of life and long-term strength.

Section 7. Public Record and Communication
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A copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Tri-Creek School Corporation and may
be made available to the public through the Town of Lowell's regular communication,
website, and social media channels.

Section 8. Effective Date

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect upon its adoption by the Lowell Town
Council.

DULY PASSED, RESOLVED, AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of
Lowell, Lake County, Indiana, this 14th day of September, 2026.

TowN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOWELL,

LAKE COUNTY, IND
M.

Todd Angerman, Président

ATTEST: / AIessua Member
Jllleurr Clerk-Treasurer

APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE thls E‘ day of PTE PR , 2026.

(Todd Angerman, Président
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